Quality of life and behavioral functioning in Dutch children with a history of Kawasaki disease.
The authors evaluated health-related quality of life (HRQOL) and behavioral functioning in patients with a history of Kawasaki disease (KD). A cross-sectional study was conducted at a tertiary referral center for KD follow-up in 280 patients (mean age 8.6 years, 60.0% male). Patients were eligible when they were aged 0-18 years and had a history of KD. HRQOL was assessed using the TNO-AZL Preschool Children Quality of Life questionnaire for children 0-5 years old and the Pediatric Inventory of Quality of Life Core Scales 4.0 for those 6-18 years old. Behavioral functioning was evaluated using the Strength and Difficulties Questionnaire (8-16 years proxy report and 11-16 years self-report). KD results were compared with Dutch norm data, and patients with and without coronary artery aneurysms were compared. HRQOL was significantly worse for male patients aged 0-5 years on 4 of the 12 TNO-AZL Preschool Children Quality of Life questionnaire scales and for female patients on the motor functioning scale. At an older age, the HRQOL of patients was comparable with the norm population. Coronary artery status did not influence HRQOL. Parents reported more behavioral problems on the hyperactivity and emotional subscale in patients compared with the norm population. Although at an older age the HRQOL of patients with KD is comparable with the Dutch norm, HRQOL seems to be particularly impaired at younger age. Parents reported more hyperactivity and emotional problems in patients with KD.